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The Trio At ENCORE! Tampa Welcomes First
Residents

KATHY STEELE | TUESDAY, JULY 15, 2014

Even as construction continues on The Reed and
The Tempo waits in the wings for its start date, the
ENCORE! Tampa community is celebrating its first
multifamily apartment complex -- The Trio.
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The Tampa Housing Authority will hold a grand
opening today (July 15) at 2:30 p.m. at 1101 Ray
Charles Blvd., with live jazz and tours of The Trio.
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The 141-unit apartment building joins The Ella, 161
senior apartments that opened in 2012 and are fully occupied.

The musically themed ENCORE! is a $425 million, master-planned community
that is replacing the former public housing complex of Central Park Village, which
was torn down in 2007. The goal is to create a mixed-use, mixed income
neighborhood within street grids dotted with apartments, shops, restaurants, a
grocery store, hotel and a black history museum.

It is being developed jointly by THA and the Banc of America Community
Development Corporation. The next multi-family complex, 203-unit The Tempo,
should have a construction start shortly, with leasing set to begin by summer
2015.

Since April, nearly 40 families have moved into The Trio. However, about 70
percent of the apartments are leased. Those additional residents are expected to
arrive within the next one to two months.

"That's a little bit better pace for us than expected by this time," says LeRoy
Moore, THA's COO. "Obviously the biggest news out of this is affordable housing
for families. It's good to be welcoming our first families to the site."

At the grand opening, guests can get up-close looks at the public art
commissioned for The Trio, including three ceramic tile murals depicting the rich
history of the once-thriving black business and entertainment district in and
around Central Avenue.

The murals, located along a perimeter wall that faces Perry Harvey Sr. Park, are
by Vermont-based artist Natalie Blake.

Funds for the murals -- titled The Gift of Gathered Remembrances -- are from the
city of Tampa and the Friends of Tampa Public Art Foundations, which received its
share of the money through THA.

In addition, The Trio's contractor, Sarasota-based CORE Construction Services of
Florida, commissioned Taryn Sabia, co-founder of the Urban Charrette, for three
jazz-themed paintings installed on the Trio's exterior walls.

The Trio is a collection of three buildings designed by Baker Barrios Architects.
One building is six stories; the others are four stories. There are 1-,2-,3- and 4-
bedroom floor plans. Amenities include a swimming pool, movie theater, fitness
center, library, game rooms and Internet cafe.
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